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Nationhood 


April 30, 1977 
Dear Bishop Dingman, 

Our prayers go with you this 
week as you leave for Chicago. We 
are excited about the prospects 
of growth in the Catholic church 
that the bishops can bring through 
the Detroit resolutions. 

The Nationhood proposals in par- 
ticular have our support. We feel 
a sense of urgency for the passage 
of these resolutions which call for 
a perserverance toward disarmament 
and elimination of nuclear stock- 
piles. We feel as Catholics we 
need to re-examine our just war 
theory and conclude that in today's 
nuclear age, where the very survi- 
val of humanity is threatened, a 
strong Catholic witness of these 
Nationhood proposals is necessary 
for the consistency of the pro- 
life movement in the church, If 
we as Catholics are to vigil, pray 
and protest the horror of abortion 
and capital punishment, how much 
more should we be challenging our 
country's newly adopted "first 
strike'' defense policy? It is an 
issue that for too long the 
Catholic church has been silent 
on, It is a controversial one, 
yes, and one for which we will 
most likely undergo suffering. 

But we must quit refusing to face 
the blasphemy the arms race commits 
against the sacredness of life. 

Currently our defense is the 
number one priority in the govern- 

Continued on p.7 


Spring 
Discussions 


Part of the Catholic Worker 
tradition is the "round table 
discussion" where people join 
together to verbalize and 
clarify thoughts. The liturgy 
is celebrated every Friday at 
the house (713 Indiana, one 
block north of University) 

at 8 p.m., followed by a 
discussion. 


May 14: Alcoholism, with 

Michael leading the discussion, 
May 20: Catholic Social Action; 
Natalie Reese of the Catholic 
Council for Social Concern leads. 
May 27: A Slide Show on Israel; 
Marion Kelley tells of her visit. 
June 3: The Poor: Equal Protection 
Under the Law ? Drake University 
Law professor Russ Lovell leads. 
June 10: Personal Reflections on 


Msgr. Ligutti; Fr. John Gorman, 


a friend and associate of the 
“monsignor, relates from personal 
experience. 

June 17: Devotion to the Sacred 


Heart in the Modern Day; with 
Sr. Margaret Smith. 
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Subscriptions are free upon 
request. Staff: Frank Cordaro, 
Joe Da Via, Ed Polich and Mike 
Smith, 


via pacis 


Many things have happened since 
the last newsletter went out. 
Guests of all sorts have filled 
our little house to the brim. But 
the cramped feeling isn't as bad 
as it used to be. Next door facing 
8th street is an old house that 


-we will take over at the lst of 


June. With 2 houses we will all 
have a little more room than we've 
been having, especially the guests. 
Although we've bought the house 
at a low cost, much work is needed 
in repairing. Roofing, insulating, 
maybe painting are a few of the 
projects that will keep us busy 
during the summer. Any help at 


all will be very much appreciated. 


At this point, we aren't exactly 
sure what all needs fixing up but 
with a few extra hands, whatever 
it is we can do it. 

Across the street, ovr garden 
is coming up. A few months ago 
it was a vacant lot of bricks, © 
car fenders, beer cans and dead 
tree pieces. But after the help 
of many good people, it got plowed, 
tilled, cleared and planted. We 
thank John and Martha Popson and 
all our garden helpers for coming 
out on a hot Saturday to work 
with us and give us a few handy 
hints. We also thank the folks 
from Iowa State who painted our 
dining room and kitchen. And for 
anyone who has donated their food, 
time or money to our efforts, we 
thank you too. Many things are 
needed to make our community grow. 
But as of now, it is growing and 
we couldn't have done it by our- 
selves. And if anyone feels s/he 
can't offer us anything but a 
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prayer, a special! thanks to you 


aise.’ 


As the summer nears, it might 
look the same to many. But to 
myself it's going to look a lot 
different. It may be a hot and 
dry summer or it may be a rainy 
summer. But it will be a new 
summer. Because even if the garden 
dies, the rest of us will still 
be growing. | 

Pray for us and God bless ya, 
Ed Poltfeh 


Last weekend we had a spring 
Catholic Worker retreat here in © 
Des Moines for the Mid-west houses. 
There were eight houses represented 


and close to 35 people in attendance. 


Our main session Saturday morning 
was centered on the topic of 
hospitality. For many reasons it was 
our best session. To begin with, 
hospitality is our most central 
experience. Our identity as houses 
is dependent on our expression of 
hospitality--it is the "stuff" that 
authenticizes our hopes, dreams, 
critiques and visions. Therefore, 
we came together with many of the 
same experiences and questions. 

As the session began to take 
shape, we found that most of us were 
going through the same hassles. 
Rules, although needed for freedom's 
boundaries, are organic developments 
subject to exception and change. 
Consistancy is a luxury for the 
abstract idealist. Limits scream 
louder than idealistic fantasies. 

A policy on violence means nothing 
until you have had to deal with 
violence in your own houses. 


We more often than not identified 


ourselves with the innkeeper in 
Bethlehem who had to say no to 
Jesus because of the many differ- 
ent kinds of space we find our- 
selves limited in. As the session 
progressed, we began to focus on 
a central concern: Are we a band- 
aid solution to the problems of 
the poor and society or do we 
offer real systemic change for 
persons and structures? 
Hopefully we see ourselves as 
system changers--people who, as 
Peter Maurin says, are "trying 
to build a new society in the 
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How responsible for guests are we? 


shell of the old,'' who want to 
work towards a world "where it 
is easier to be good." That is 
the ideal; what does it have to 
do for the reality of the guests 
who come and leave our houses 
seemingly no better for the 
experience? 

This question reaches the very 
core of our existence. What are 
we to learn from our hospitality? 
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— ee a ‘matter i cea to stand 
idly by while our guests continue 
to live their lives in the many 
different expressions of self 
destruction? How are we acting as 
agents for systemic hRNER. in 
their lives? 

As we shared each house! S ex- 
perience with guests, we again 
affirmed the reality of our "non- 
problem solving" hospitality. We 
have come to experience two types 
of guests: 1) those whom we feel 
we can help (overnight lodging on 
their way through town or safe 
space between different life 


transitions); and 2) those whom 


we see no visible change or im- 
provement in their lives (an 
alcoholic ADC mother and child 


waiting for the next check or 
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a seventeen year old girl who 
knows the streets and was robbed 
of love through-out her life). 
Our second type of guest is 
a mystery. We don't know if they 
are better for having been with 
us. We see far more of these 
guests than we do the first type 
of guest. This continued litany 
of mysteries forces us to call 
to question our very existence. 
Are we Christ bearers and there- 
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ANA HOGAN 
fore agents of change in an 
oppressive system? 

This is a spritual question 
first and foremost. If we are 
that Jesus who points the way 
to truth, we are also truth 
itself. We can never be merely 
content with what we do but must 
also be concerned with how we do 
it. The "what-ness" of our work 
is food and shelter for those 
who are in need, 

We would be the first to admit 
that what we give in quantity 
is nothing in comparison to what 
other government agencies give 
through their many poor people 
programs. Even the quality is not 
always the best--throw away food 


and second hand beds. 


However, we feel that how we 
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give is just as important as what 
we give. Therefore we give from 

a personal level. We believe that 
the encounter of persons is just | 
as important as the meeting of 
people's immediate needs. Guests 
come into our homes, share not 
only of what we have, but who we 
are. In Chapter 5 of Mark's gospel, 
Jesus is on his way to raise the 
daughter of Jarirus to life. As 
the crowd followed him, a woman 
who was suffering from a hemor- 
rhage made her way to Jesus in 
order to touch him, in hopes that 
she may be cured. As she touched 
him, Jesus felt the power leave 
and cure the women. He insisted 
on meeting that woman personally. 


Which was more important, the 


cure or the meeting? 


We can learn a lot from this 
gospel story. Jesus is on his 
way to raise a person from the 
dead--to point the way to his 


own resurection and end times, 


yet on the way he becomes the 
way! Jesus appreciates the 
moment he is in here and now. 

He is consumed with the work he 
must point to, but is fully aware 
of the particular moment he is 
in. A woman touches him, he wants 
to meet her. The touching is only 
complete when there is a meeting 
of persons. . 

We at our Catholic Worker Houses 
know the importance of the meeting 
of persons when the basic needs 
are met--bread when given in love 
is never merely bread, it is the 
eucharist in a true sense of the 
word. 

I feel we can carry the analogy 
of this gospel story even further. 

, Continued on p./7 
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_ When we gathered Friday night 

at our house, I didn't know what 

to expect: here were folks from 
Casa Maria (Milwaukee), Holy Family 
House (Kansas City, MO} Shalom 
House (Kansas City, KS), St. 
Theresa and Sienna Houses (Omaha), 
and the Ft. Madison, Davenport, 

Des Moines, and soon-to-be-opened 
Dubuque houses. 

As we shared tuna casserole on 
the front porch (viewing our 
quarter-acre "Tivoli West"), old 
friendships became re-grafted, and 
the celebration of the liturgy was 
comingling of spirits--we became 
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united. The evening's thought 

clarification was a sharing of 
house histories, from the ten 

years of Casa to the seed of a 
community in Dubuque. 

Bishop Maurice Dingman then 
opened his house to us for the 
weekend, and shared breakfast with 
us Saturday morning. (Bishop 
Dingman is truly one of the bishops 
who has been brought to the people.) 
His hospitality spurred our morning 
discussion on hospitality. We shared 
thoughts on rules...what are our 
limits...the healing space...and 
the haunting realization that we 
turn Jesus away all too often. 

Then we celebrated a eucharist 
with the bishop. The outdoor mass 
was simple; again we meditated on 
the theme of hospitality, the 
simple hospitality of Jesus having 
breakfast with his disciples by 
the shore. The bishop shared his 
admiration of Msgr. Luigi Ligutti; 
the rural Lowa priest whose phil- 
osophy of the agrarian society 
closely parallels Peter Maurin's. 
(Msgr. Ligutti, now living in Rome 
and working for Agrimissio, 
stressed a life that had one foot 
in the country and one in the city.) 

After an afternoon session on 
staff and community, slide shows 
and scrap books were shared. 
Entertainment then came from the 
folks present, including folk 
dancing, stories (and, for one 
reason or another, Worker houses 
have more than their share), singing 
and visits from Peter Maurin and 
Pope Dawn I. 

The Sunday morning session was 
titled "The Future--Working To- 
gether. " This quickly developed 
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into a discussion of the impor- 
tance of a Catholic Worker wit- 
ness in today's world, "though 
the whole world go otherwise." 

I've had a hard time describing 
what actually happened, because 
quite honestly I don't know. In 
hosting the weekend, we never 
planned on preparing a statement 
or coming up with a finished 
product by noon, Sunday. 

There were probably 35 differ- 
ent outcomes of the gathering. 
The one most important to me is 
that, with acknowledgement to 
Chesterton, Christianity is 
being tried and it truly does work. 

--Joe Da Via 
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Continued from p.2 
ment budget, which in itself is an 
injustice. We are reminded of 
Pope Paul IV's statement made to 
the United Nations conference that 
the arms race by its very nature 
kills the poor by causing them to 
starve. We must put our faith 
back in God instead of a $ 100 
billion defense budget. We must 
trust in the Lord, for as Isaiah 
tells us: 
"He will wield authority over 
the nations and adjudicate be- 
tween many peoples; these will 
hammer their swords into plow- 
shares, their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword 
against nation, there will be 
no more training for war." 
In peace, 
Jacquee Dickey, Frank Cordaro, 
Joe Da Via, Ed Polich, and 
13 other concerned Catholics 
in Des Moines. 
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Continued from p.5 
Jesus was on his way to raise a 
person from the dead, a spectacular 
deed, something most visible and 
worth working towards. But on his 
way a woman with hemorrhages tries 
eo sid lice touch him to cure ner 

"inner" suffering. 

We at our Catholic Worker houses 
feel ourselves part of an effort 
to change a visible society and 
are working towards that end. 
However, our guests on a day to 
day basis come to our houses with 
inner sufferings and it is a matter 
of faith that we believe that our 
shared meals and space is a 
eucharistic event and a healing in 
God's own time. 

--Frank Cordaro 


> 
ade an incorrect inference to the 


person and writings of Carl Rogers. 
r. Rogers is not a narcissist, 

or are his writings narcissistic. 
I'd like to thank Dr. Jensen, my 
friend and teacher, for pointing 
his out to me.--Frank Cordaro 
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Chesterton says: 
"The Christian ideal 
has not been tried 
and found wanting. 
It has been found 
and left untried." | 
Christianity has not been tried 
because people thought 
- it was impractical. 
And men have tried everything 
except Christianity. 
And everything 
that men have tried has failed. 
_--Peter Maurin 
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